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Australian Curriculum Design 

www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/curriculum_design_and_development.html 



The arts: organisation 
Curriculum design 

• Strands

• Band descriptions

• Content descriptions

• Content elaborations

• Achievement standards

• Glossary

Particular to the arts 

3 

• Examples of knowledge & skills

• Examples of Viewpoint questions

• Making and responding



Where is the arts industry … 
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http://beta.australiancurriculum.edu.au/the-arts/the-arts-across-
foundation-to-year-10 
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www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/TheArts/Rationale-Aims 



Rationale 

Students learn as artists and audience through the 
intellectual, emotional and sensory experiences of the arts.  
… 
They acquire knowledge, skills and understanding specific 
to the arts subjects and develop critical understanding that 
informs decision making and aesthetic choices.  
… 
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Aims 
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Aims 
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body awareness and technical and 
expressive skills to communicate 
through movement confidently, 
creatively and intelligently 

confidence and self-esteem to explore, 
depict and celebrate human 
experience, take risks and challenge 
their own creativity through drama 

enjoyment and confidence to 
participate in, experiment with 
and interpret the media-rich 
culture and communications 
practices that surround them 

the confidence to be creative, 
innovative, thoughtful, skilful 
and informed musicians 

conceptual and perceptual ideas 
and representations through 
design and inquiry processes 



www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/thearts/content-structure 
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Content structure 



Viewpoints 
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Exploring practice in the arts 
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Practice	  in	  
the	  arts	  
comprises	  
and	  is	  

informed	  by

meanings
forms

societies

cultures

histories

philosophies 
& 

ideologies

critical 
theories

institutions

psychology

evaluations
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Starting from an arts experience 

Opening instruction: 

Think about what you think, see and feel in response to the arts experience 

After the arts experience: 
Viewpoints:  

• context of the artwork*: societal/cultural/historical
• knowledge: elements/forms/meanings

*artwork - generic term for a performance or an artwork in each of the
five arts subjects 
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ARTS experience: 

Arts Express exhibition with interviews of 
student artists at AG NSW 

Initial recollections: 

-‐  That some student artists doodled to create 
rather than planned; that one student combined 
cross-stitch with QR codes. 

Bell Shakespeare: 
The Winter’s Tale 

-‐  The images of the shadows and the demise of 
the father 

Company B: 
Once in Royal David’s City 

-‐  The actors portrayed different characters through 
body and voice not props and costumes 

-‐  The minimal set 

STC: 
Noises Off 

-‐  The two storey set that was reversed so the 
audience saw the front and back of the story 
which affected the relationships between 
characters 

Sydney Symphony Orchestra: 
Russian Dreams 

-‐  The Disney story-ness of the music and watching 
the conductor, mood 

Examples of arts experiences 



DRAMA MUSIC	   VISUAL ARTS	  

How did we know who was in the 
scenes? What did the actors do 
to tell us this? 

How does the music make you 
feel?  
What in the music made you feel 
that way?	  

How have the materials been 
used? Who made it and why?	  

How does the set affect the 
telling of the story?	  

What is the story being told?	   How did the artist choices 
enhance the meaning for the 
audience?	  

How does the artwork 
communicate meaning to the 
audience? (e.g. over the top 
costumes) 

What did this story tell you about 
family relationships? 

How did the shadows tell the 
story?	  

Why did the composer write this 
music? 

Which instruments helped you 
feel certain emotions? Why?	  

Why did the artist choose 
traditional and emerging 
technologies to convey meaning?	  
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Examples of viewpoint questions for arts experiences: 
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Content descriptions 



Scope and sequence 
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filtering 
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filtering 

26 



Content descriptions 
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www.scootle.edu.au 





Achievement standards: 
Foundation - Year 2 

DANCE DRAMA MEDIA ARTS MUSIC VISUAL ARTS 
By the end of Year 2, 
students describe the 
effect of the elements in 
dances they make, perform 
and view and where and 
why people dance. 

Students use the elements of 
dance to make and perform 
dance sequences that 
demonstrate fundamental 
movement skills to represent 
ideas. Students demonstrate 
safe practice. 

By the end of Year 2, 
students describe what 
happens in drama they 
make, perform and view. 
They identify some 
elements in drama and 
describe where and why 
there is drama. 

Students make and present 
drama using the elements of 
role, situation and focus in 
dramatic play and 
improvisation. 

By the end of Year 2, 
students communicate 
about media artworks they 
make and view, and where 
and why media artworks 
are made. 

Students make and share 
media artworks using story 
principles, composition, sound 
and technologies. 

By the end of Year 2, 
students communicate 
about the music they listen 
to, make and perform and 
where and why people 
make music. 

Students improvise, 
compose, arrange and 
perform music. They 
demonstrate aural skills by 
staying in tune and keeping 
in time when they sing and 
play. 

By the end of Year 2, 
students describe artworks 
they make and view and 
where and why artworks 
are made and presented. 

Students make artworks in 
different forms to express their 
ideas, observations and 
imagination, using different 
techniques and processes. 
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filtering 
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Scootle 



http://live.scootle.edu.au/
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Contact…for the arts 

Email: info@acara.edu.au 
Linda.Lorenza@acara.edu.au  

Telephone: 02 8098 3152 

Twitter: @TheRenza 
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Do you follow? 


