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Welcome to the August 2016 edition of Primary Matters. This newsletter provides information for primary
schools across Australia about ACARA’s projects. Please pass our newsletter on to your primary
colleagues and anyone else you believe may be interested in this information.

New work sample resources
The first of a series of work sample portfolios on the Australian Curriculum website’s new interactive
platform has now been uploaded and is available for use.
The first subjects to have work sample portfolios released in the new online format are: Visual Arts, Digital
Technologies, Design and Technologies, and Health and Physical Education for Foundation – Year 2,
Years 3–4 and Years 5–6.
A link to the work samples resource can be found in the ‘Resources and support’ section of the Australian
Curriculum website:

The work sample portfolios demonstrate student achievement at ‘above satisfactory’, ‘satisfactory’ and
‘below satisfactory’ standards. These work sample portfolios are a resource to support teachers in
planning and implementation of the Australian Curriculum. The portfolios assist teachers to make onbalance judgements about the quality of their students’ achievement. See the Health and Physical
Education example below:

Over the coming months we will also be publishing work samples for The Arts: Dance, Drama, Media Arts
and Music for Foundation – Year 2, Years 3–4 and Years 5–6.
Sign up to the ACARA Update to receive a notification when these portfolios are published.

Other available work samples
Work samples have been published since 2014 for English, Mathematics, Science, History and Geography.
While these samples are not available on the interactive platform, you can find links to them under the
‘Achievement standards’ within the learning areas pages of the Australian Curriculum website and
download them as PDFs.
Curriculum team members welcome any feedback or questions about ACARA’s work and are happy to discuss our
projects. Contact us directly by email:
Dr Fiona Mueller Director, Curriculum: fiona.mueller@acara.edu.au

