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WORK SAMPLE PORTFOLIOS

These work sample portfolios have been designed to illustrate satisfactory achievement in the relevant aspects of the 

achievement standard.

The December 2011 work sample portfolios are a resource to support planning and implementation of the Foundation to 

Year 10 Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History during 2012. They comprise collections of 

different students’ work annotated to highlight evidence of student learning of different aspects of the achievement standard.

The work samples vary in terms of how much time was available to complete the task or the degree of scaffolding 

provided by the teacher. 

There is no pre-determined number of samples required in a portfolio nor are the work samples sequenced in any 

particular order. These initial work sample portfolios do not constitute a complete set of work samples - they provide 

evidence of most (but not necessarily all) aspects of the achievement standard. 

As the Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History is implemented by schools in 2012, the 

work sample portfolios will be reviewed and enhanced by drawing on classroom practice and will reflect a  more 

systematic collection of evidence from teaching and learning programs. 

THIS PORTFOLIO – YEAR 10 HISTORY

This portfolio comprises a number of work samples drawn from a range of assessment tasks, namely: 

Sample 1 Explanation – Australian casualties in World War II

Sample 2 Discussion – Historical accuracy of film Kokoda

Sample 3 Research report – 1974 FIFA World Cup

The student has explained patterns of continuity and change over time in migration and sport in Australia with 

reference to key events, the actions of individuals and groups, and beliefs and values within society (WS3). The 

student has explained the relative importance of the causes and effects of the 1974 World Cup, with some evidence of 

analysis (WS3). The student provides an explanation of particular historical contexts and how they influenced people’s 

actions at the time (WS1, WS3).  The student has shown an ability to use a chronological framework to sequence 

events and developments, in connection with other events in different periods and places (WS3). The student has 

also shown skills in research, including framing inquiry questions (WS1, WS3) and processing (WS1), analysing and 

synthesising information from both primary and secondary sources for use as evidence in answer to questions posed 

(WS2, WS3). The student has identified motivations, values and attitudes in their analysis of sources (WS3) and has 

analysed and drawn conclusions about events related to World War II in their evaluation of particular source material.  

The student justifies their own interpretations of the events studied (WS1, WS2). Across the portfolio, the student has 

developed texts including explanations and discussions, incorporating some historical argument (WS3). Their texts 

include historical terms and concepts, evidence (WS1, WS3) and referencing of sources in the form of an annotated 

bibliography (WS3).

Year 10 History - Student Portfolio Summary



Year 10 History December 2011Page 2 of 14

History

The following aspects of the achievement standard are not evident in this portfolio: 

•	 explain	the	significance	of	events	and	developments	from	a	range	of	perspectives
•	 explain	different	interpretations	of	the	past	and	recognise	the	evidence	used	to	support	these	interpretations
•	 evaluate	and	modify	questions
•	 take	into	account	origin,	purpose	and	context	(of	sources).

Year 10 History - Student Portfolio Summary



Year 10 History December 2011Page 3 of 14

History

Work sample 1:  
Explanation – Australian casualties in WWII

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By	the	end	of	Year	10,	students	refer	to	key	events,	the	actions	of	individuals	and	groups,	and	beliefs	and	
values	to	explain	patterns	of	change	and	continuity	over	time.	They	analyse	the	causes	and	effects	of	events	
and	developments	and	explain	their	relative	importance.	They	explain	the	context	for	people’s	actions	in	
the	past.	Students	explain	the	significance	of	events	and	developments	from	a	range	of	perspectives.	They	
explain	different	interpretations	of	the	past	and	recognise	the	evidence	used	to	support	these	interpretations.	

Students	sequence	events	and	developments	within	a	chronological	framework,	and	identify	
relationships	between	events	across	different	places	and	periods	of	time.	When	researching,	students	
develop,	evaluate	and	modify	questions	to	frame	an	historical	inquiry.	They	process,	analyse	and	
synthesise	information	from	a	range	of	primary	and	secondary	sources	and	use	it	as	evidence	to	
answer	inquiry	questions.	Students	analyse	sources	to	identify	motivations,	values	and	attitudes.	When	
evaluating	these	sources,	they	analyse	and	draw	conclusions	about	their	usefulness,	taking	into	account	
their	origin,	purpose,	and	context.	They	develop	and	justify	their	own	interpretations	about	the	past.	
Students	develop	texts,	particularly	explanations	and	discussions,	incorporating	historical	argument.	In	
developing	these	texts	and	organising	and	presenting	their	arguments,	they	use	historical	terms	and	
concepts,	evidence	identified	in	sources,	and	they	reference	these	sources.

Summary of task

Students were provided with the following statistics of Australian casualties during World War II, as part of their study of 

the experiences of Australians during the war (Depth Study 1). 

Casualties of Australian servicemen against Japan and Germany in World War II

Country Killed Missing Prisoners of War Wounded Total

Japan 19145 44 14337 15458 48984

Germany 11544 9 8093 10204 29850
Source:  Australian War Memorial

Students were asked to:

1.  Graph these statistics to identify the differences in Australian casualties against Japan and Germany during 

World War II.

2.  Use their knowledge of the experiences of Australians in World War II to explain the differences (in 2-3 

paragraphs).

This task was completed as an in-class activity.

Year 10 History - Work sample 1
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Processes	historical	data	from	sources	
(casualty	statistics)	to	create	a	graph.

Develops	an	explanation	incorporating	
historical	evidence.

Sequences	events	within	World	War	II.

Uses	relevant	historical	terms	such	as	
Bushido,	Geneva	Convention.

Explains	causes	and	effects	of	
developments.

Refers	to	beliefs	and	values	to	explain	the	
actions	of	individuals	and	groups.

Presents	own	interpretation	about	the	
past,	supported	by	evidence.

Year 10 History - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Explanation – Australian casualties in WWII
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Work sample 2:  
Discussion – Historical accuracy of film Kokoda

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By	the	end	of	Year	10,	students	refer	to	key	events,	the	actions	of	individuals	and	groups,	and	beliefs	and	
values	to	explain	patterns	of	change	and	continuity	over	time.	They	analyse	the	causes	and	effects	of	events	
and	developments	and	explain	their	relative	importance.	They	explain	the	context	for	people’s	actions	in	
the	past.	Students	explain	the	significance	of	events	and	developments	from	a	range	of	perspectives.	They	
explain	different	interpretations	of	the	past	and	recognise	the	evidence	used	to	support	these	interpretations.	

Students	sequence	events	and	developments	within	a	chronological	framework,	and	identify	relationships	
between	events	across	different	places	and	periods	of	time.	When	researching,	students	develop,	evaluate	
and	modify	questions	to	frame	an	historical	inquiry.	They	process,	analyse	and	synthesise	information	from	
a	range	of	primary	and	secondary	sources	and	use	it	as	evidence	to	answer	inquiry	questions.	Students	
analyse	sources	to	identify	motivations,	values	and	attitudes.	When	evaluating	these	sources,	they	analyse	
and	draw	conclusions	about	their	usefulness,	taking	into	account	their	origin,	purpose,	and	context.	They	
develop	and	justify	their	own	interpretations	about	the	past.	Students	develop	texts,	particularly	explanations	
and	discussions,	incorporating	historical	argument.	In	developing	these	texts	and	organising	and	presenting	
their	arguments,	they	use	historical	terms	and	concepts,	evidence	identified	in	sources,	and	they	reference	
these	sources.

Summary of task

Students viewed the feature film Kokoda, directed by Alistair Grierson. They then investigated the history of the 

Kokoda campaign. This task was completed over four weeks. Students had open access to resources, including 

teacher feedback.

Students were asked to use their knowledge of the Kokoda campaign to evaluate the accuracy of the film Kokoda by 

completing the following activities.

•	  Choose three aspects of the campaign to compare what you know from your research with how they are depicted 

in the film Kokoda. Select two primary sources for each aspect.

•	  Use the scaffold provided and your primary sources to answer this question: To what extent does the film Kokoda, 
directed by Alistair Grierson, accurately represent aspects of the Kokoda campaign?

Year 10 History - Work sample 2
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Year 10 History - Work sample 2

Work sample 2:  
Discussion – Historical accuracy of film Kokoda
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Annotations
Analyses	the	film	‘Kokoda’	as	an	
interpretation	(representation)	of	the	past.

Uses	evidence	identified	in	sources	
to	support	an	argument	relating	to	the	
inquiry	question.

Compares	information	from	primary	
sources	with	the	interpretation	shown	in	
the	film	to	assess	the	accuracy	of	the	film.	

Year 10 History - Work sample 2

Work sample 2:  
Discussion – Historical accuracy of film Kokoda
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Annotations
Synthesises	evidence	from	primary	and	
secondary	sources,	that	is	from	the	film	
‘Kokoda’	and	photographs.	

Year 10 History - Work sample 2

Work sample 2:  
Discussion – Historical accuracy of film Kokoda
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution Trial School teachers and students in providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian 
Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations
Develops	a	discussion	text	on	the	
historical	accuracy	of	the	film.	

Uses	historical	terms	such	as	Kokoda	
compaign,	Fuzzy	Wuzz	Angels,	Kokoda	
track.

Makes	a	distinction	between	the	reliability	
and	usefulness	of	the	film	as	a	source	
on	the	Kokoda	campaign	and	draws	
conclusions	about	its	usefulness.

Year 10 History - Work sample 2

Work sample 2:  
Discussion – Historical accuracy of film Kokoda

Annotations (Overview)
The	work	sample	demonstrates	the	selection	and	processing	of	information	from	primary	and	secondary	sources.
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Year 10 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Research Report – 1974 FIFA World Cup

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By	the	end	of	Year	10,	students	refer	to	key	events,	the	actions	of	individuals	and	groups,	and	beliefs	and	
values	to	explain	patterns	of	change	and	continuity	over	time.	They	analyse	the	causes	and	effects	of	events	
and	developments	and	explain	their	relative	importance.	They	explain	the	context	for	people’s	actions	in	
the	past.	Students	explain	the	significance	of	events	and	developments	from	a	range	of	perspectives.	They	
explain	different	interpretations	of	the	past	and	recognise	the	evidence	used	to	support	these	interpretations.	

Students	sequence	events	and	developments	within	a	chronological	framework,	and	identify	relationships	
between	events	across	different	places	and	periods	of	time.	When	researching,	students	develop,	evaluate	
and	modify	questions	to	frame	an	historical	inquiry.	They	process,	analyse	and	synthesise	information	from	
a	range	of	primary	and	secondary	sources	and	use	it	as	evidence	to	answer	inquiry	questions.	Students	
analyse	sources	to	identify	motivations,	values	and	attitudes.	When	evaluating	these	sources,	they	analyse	
and	draw	conclusions	about	their	usefulness,	taking	into	account	their	origin,	purpose,	and	context.	They	
develop	and	justify	their	own	interpretations	about	the	past.	Students	develop	texts,	particularly	explanations	
and	discussions,	incorporating	historical	argument.	In	developing	these	texts	and	organising	and	presenting	
their	arguments,	they	use	historical	terms	and	concepts,	evidence	identified	in	sources,	and	they	reference	
these	sources.

Summary of task

Students were asked to research a defining moment in Australian history. Defining moments could be considered in 

a range of categories including war, sport, indigenous history, Australia heritage, immigrant experiences, women and 

Asia and Australia. Students conducted the task in class and at home over several weeks. The students conducted 

their research in groups but completed the writing task individually. Teacher feedback was provided on the initial draft.

Investigations could be presented in a range of forms.
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Annotations
Puts	forward	an	individual	research	
question	to	frame	an	historical	inquiry.

Develops	an	interpretation	of	the	past	
through	an	aspect	of	popular	culture,	that	
is	sport.

Explains	the	context	of	football	in	
Australia	in	relation	to	the	world	and	
identifies	people’s	actions	in	that	time.

Year 10 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Research Report – 1974 FIFA World Cup
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Annotations
Analyses	patterns	of	change	and	
continuity	due	to	migration	and	the	
actions	of	individuals	leading	to	the	1974	
FIFA	World	Cup.

Uses	historical	terms	(e.g.	multicultural’	
and	‘national	pride’)	and	concepts	in	
presenting	their	argument.

Year 10 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Research Report – 1974 FIFA World Cup
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Analyses	sources	and	identifies	different	
values	and	attitudes	towards	Australians	
taking	part	in	the	1974	FIFA	World	Cup.

Develops	an	historical	argument	through	
analysis	of	how	the	1974	FIFA	World	Cup	
was	a	defining	moment	for	football	in	
Australia’s	history.

Highlights	the	importance	of	the	1974	
FIFA	World	Cup	in	increasing	the	
popularity	of	football	in	Australia.

Year 10 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Research Report – 1974 FIFA World Cup
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Annotations
Acknowledges	a	variety	of	sources	used	
in	a	bibliography.	

Year 10 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Research Report – 1974 FIFA World Cup

Acknowledgment
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the Department of Education and Communiites, New South Wales for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations 
are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations (Overview)
This	work	sample	demonstrates	the	processing,	analysis	and	synthesis	of	information	from	a	range	of	primary	and	secondary	
sources	to	develop	an	historical	argument.


